
KANSAS COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

kcsdv
SAFETY, ACCOUNTABILITY, & JUSTICE

for victims of sexual assault and domestic violence and their children

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

“Breaking the Silence: Children’s Stories”
Scheduled airings in October

KCPT Ch 19 - Kansas City
9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
Coverage: KC metro, northeast Kansas

KPS Ch 8 - Wichita
9 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20
Coverage: south central Kansas

Smoky Hills Public TV - Bunker Hill
8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 25
Coverage: western Kansas

KTWU Ch 11 - Topeka
11 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 23
Coverage: northeast Kansas
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This October marks the 19th year of
observance of Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. This year KCSDV is participating in a
nationwide public awareness campaign.

This marks the first time that multiple
coalitions across the country are simulta-
neously featuring the same materials.

The campaign, which is co-sponsored by
KCSDV and the Governor’s Domestic
Violence Fatality Review Board, features the
tagline, “Domestic Violence: It’s closer than
you think,” and focuses on reaching out to
bystanders such as the friends, family, and co-
workers of victims. Member programs will receive
posters, palm cards, and a radio public service
announcement for local distribution. (See more
campaign pieces on pages 5 and 6.)

In addition, during October PBS stations will
air the new documentary, “Breaking the Silence:
Children’s Stories,” about domestic violence and
how legal proceedings often fail to keep children
safe from abusers. It chronicles the devastating

This issue unveils the
redesign of KCSDV’S
newsletter, featuring a
ribbon across the front
and back covers,
symbolizing domestic
violence and sexual
violence awareness.
Purple represents the
color of Domestic
Violence Awareness
Month that is observed
every October. Teal
represents the color of
Sexual Assault
Awareness Month that
occurs every April.

impact custody court rulings have on children and features
real-life accounts of children and women caught in custody
battles with their abusers.

The documentary also explores Parental Alienation
Syndrome, a controversial theory that many abusive fathers
use in court to attain custody of their children. The film was
created by Emmy-winning producers Catherine Tatge and
Dominique Lasseur, the team who produced the 2001
documentary, “Breaking the Silence: Journeys of Hope,”
about women and domestic violence.

While working on what was initially a documentary about
the impact of children witnessing domestic violence, the
producers began hearing many stories about batterers gaining
custody of children after a divorce. The focus of the film
quickly shifted to that topic.

“Children’s Stories reminds us that a lot needs to be done
to better protect our children from the long-term effects of
living with violent abusers,” Lasseur said.
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Domestic Homicides Increase in 2004

The latest government figures demonstrate that domestic violence and domestic homicides are still major problems in Kansas.
According to data recently released by the Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI), 25 people were murdered in domestic vio-

lence-related incidents in 2004—a 66% increase from 2003. This marks the highest increase since 1998 in those years in which all
Kansas law enforcement agencies fully reported domestic violence incidents to the KBI.

* Source: KBI

DV Incidents Reported to
Kansas Police in 2004 *

Domestic Violence Incidents

Reported incidents 18,042

Use of “personal” weapons 69%

Incidents occurring at home 82%

Offender was current or
former intimate partner 60%

Domestic Violence Murders

# of women murder victims 15

Suspected murderer was current
or former intimate partner 100%

# of men murder victims 9

Suspected murderer was current
or former intimate partner 44%

Update from the Fatality Review Board

October marks the first anniversary of the creation of Governor Kathleen Sebelius’ Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board.
Governor Sebelius created the Board in order to review all adult domestic violence-related fatalities in the state. The two goals of

the Board are to inform and motivate the public to find solutions to prevent domestic violence, and to identify systemic changes
within organizations and agencies that work with victims, offenders, and families in order to better identify risk factors and to find
new ways of reducing the number of fatalities.

“We must find ways to protect our Kansas families from the horrors of domestic violence,” said Governor Sebelius. “I believe this
Board will make a difference in how we respond to domestic violence victims.”

"The Governor could not have put together a better group of people," said Bob Stephan, former Kansas Attorney General and
chairperson of the 14-member Board. "When I call on one of the members, they respond immediately, each member has unique
expertise and experience on domestic violence issues.”

The Board has completed six reviews of domestic violence-related fatalities that occurred in 2003.  These reviews will be included
in its first annual report to be released in October.

Stephan said he hoped that the Board will eventually develop a methodology or procedure that will assist institutions to better
serve the needs of victims and hopefully to save lives.

"The whole area of domestic violence is such a tragedy," Stephan said. "It's an unseen terror in most instances."

Governor’s Domestic Violence Fatality Review Board
• First annual report released in October

• Visit www.ksgovernor.org/grants/gdvfrb.shtml for more information.

In 2004, all 16 women killed in domestic violence homicides were killed by
their current or former intimate partner, and four men were killed by their
current intimate partner.

The KBI report titled, “A Report on Domestic Violence and Rape Statistics
in Kansas, 2004,” includes data based on those domestic violence incidents
(including domestic homicide) reported to law enforcement.

As in previous years, more than 80% of reported domestic violence inci-
dents occurred at home.  In addition, in nearly 60% of the reported incidents,
the offender was the victim’s current or former intimate partner. Also, in nearly
70% of the incidents the offender used a “personal” weapon such as his hands,
feet, and fists.

It is generally accepted that domestic violence crimes are underreported.
Only 25 to 50% of domestic violence victims ever reach out to law enforce-
ment or domestic violence advocacy programs, so these reported incidents
don’t fully account for the extent of the problem.

KCSDV member program statistics also demonstrate the magnitude of the
problem.

In the fiscal year ending June 30, 2004, nearly 17,000 domestic violence
calls came into the crisis hotlines throughout the state. KCSDV member
programs sheltered 3,280 women, children, and men, for a total of nearly
63,500 nights of shelter provided.

To view the KBI report, visit the Kansas Governor’s Domestic Violence
Fatality Review Board website at www.ksgovernor.org/grants/gdvfrb.shtml
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Latest Report on Rape and Stalking Now Available

The Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI) recently released its yearly data on rape in its “A Report on Domestic Violence and
Rape Statistics in Kansas, 2004.” This data is based on incidents of rape reported to law enforcement throughout the state.

It’s important to recognize, however, that rape is arguably the most underreported violent crime. It’s generally agreed upon that
20 to 25% of rapes are ever reported, so these reported incidents don’t fully account for the extent of the problem.

Outreach Program Extends Its Reach

Victims in one Kansas town are finding their needs met even if they aren’t residing in the local shelter.
That’s because staff at the Harvey County DV/SA Task Force, a KCSDV member program in the south central Kansas town of

Newton, has been providing advocacy services to non-sheltered families through its outreach program.
“Our outreach program is exactly the same thing we do within the shelter, but it’s done outside of the shelter,” said Jan Jones,

Coordinator of Victim Services. “Since our safe house has limited space, the outreach program helps us provide advocacy to more
people.”

As part of the program, Jones and members of the staff organize casual activities designed to break isolation, such as family fun
nights and picnics, as well as a facilitated support group. They make the shelter available to outreach program participants and
their children to watch television and educational videos, to play with other children in the shelter’s yard, or to visit with others
whose lives have been affected by domestic violence. Individual advocacy and confidential crisis intervention are provided
as well.

Jones says the program is ideal for those families who can’t stay or don’t need to stay in shelter to network with other families
and to receive feedback and resources in the process.

“Our goal is for families to know they have options, whether they learn about them from staff or through other families they
network with within the program,” Jones said.

The program began as a result of the staff realizing that shelter is not always the best option for victims. The program continues
to run based on the families’ requests.

“We’re more the resource gurus,” Jones said. “It’s the victims’ program.”
The two-year-old program is funded entirely by community donations. Forty-five families are currently participating. Those

families are referred to the program through word-of-mouth, the local OARS advocate, or via the crisis line.

For more information, contact Jan Jones at jonesjkfbs@yahoo.com.

* Source: KBI

Reported Incidents 1,153

Incidents occurring at home 68%

Incidents in which the
offender knew the victim at least 71%

Incidents which led to an arrest 21.3%

Incidents of Rape Reported
to Kansas Police in 2004 *

The number of rapes reported to law enforcement increased 1.8%
from the year before. As in previous years, approximately one in five of
reported rapes resulted in an arrest.

In at least 70% of the reported rapes, the victim knew the offender.
However, this percentage may be even higher because in 17% of the
rapes, the relationship between offender and victim was classified as
“unknown” at the time the law enforcement officer completed the
report. Many victims report later that they knew the offender.

In nearly one-third of the incidents, an acquaintance of the victim
was the rapist. In addition, the victim’s current or former spouse or
boyfriend/girlfriend was the offender in 14% of the incidents.

Nearly 70% of the rapes reported occurred at home.
The report also includes statistics on stalking in Kansas. The Kansas

Legislature enacted the Protection from Stalking Act during the 2002
session. The Act became effective July 1, 2002.

A protection from stalking order is a court order issued in an effort
to prevent stalking behavior against the victim. These behaviors include
harassing, telephoning, contacting or otherwise communicating with
the victim.

There were 3,036 protection from stalking orders filed in 2004.
This was in increase of 18% from the year before.

* Source: Kansas Office of Judicial Administration

Protection from Stalking Orders filed
with Kansas district courts in 2004 *

# of orders filed 3,036

Percentage increase from 2003 18%



Keeping Your Privacy Safe in the Information Age

Keeping Track of Your Information

• Find out what information about you is out there.

Try www.zabasearch.com and www.searchsystems.net. Both

offer some information for free.

• Because of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), every-

one has a right to request any information held about them

by any federal government agency—even from the FBI or

CIA.

• Look at court and government sites, directories and search

engines like www.google.com and individual and organization

web pages.

• Get a credit report every year – it is now available for free.

Visit  www.annualcreditreport.com.

Keeping Your Information Private

• Avoid suppling social security numbers for anything other

than tax, banking, and credit purposes.

• Avoid filling out sweepstakes cards, product warranty cards,

or consumer surveys.

• Avoid using supermarket or pharmacy loyalty/discount cards.

Purchases made with credit cards and loyalty cards can be

matched to your record and sold for other marketing.

• Be aware of where to use a credit card.  For example,

catalog sales and online retailers may collect clothing sizes,

and other sites may collect information on sexual identity,

health issues, religious or political affiliations or any other

information that could be useful to someone.  That informa-

tion can be and often is sold.

• Try paying with cash when you can; if you can’t, pay using

gift cards purchased with cash, or pay using a safe online

payment center like Pay Pal.

Sources:
Chris Hoofnagle, Electronic Privacy Information Center
(www.epic.org)  and Sarah Thomas, KCSDV.

In this hi-tech information age, the collection and distributing of information via companies and the Internet potentially can
help and hurt victims of domestic violence.

“For survivors fleeing abuse, keeping their information private can mean keeping themselves and their children alive,” said
Sarah Thomas, KCSDV OARS Advocacy Coordinator who also specializes in technology safety. “Survivors may move several
times, cross state lines and navigate many systems—it is especially important that all of the new information about their location
is kept safe.”
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The potential dangers of the collection and distribution
of information were the focus of a July training in Califor-
nia sponsored by the National Network to End Domestic
Violence’s (NNEDV) Safety Net Project.

With funding from the Wireless Foundation,
NNEDV’s Safety Net project provided a four-day inten-
sive workshop, including advanced topics like network
security, digital forensic evidence, data mining, stalking,
and web accessibility.

“It was the best conference I have ever attended,”
Thomas said, adding that the training provided informa-
tion about new projects and trends, workgroups, caucuses
and networking. “We came away with ideas for new
initiatives and contacts to support us.”

In his workshop titled “Privacy and Data Mining,”
Chris Hoofnagle, Director and Senior Counsel at the
Electronic Privacy Information Center, discussed in detail
the practice of information brokering, which is how
personal information is collected, sold, and used by
companies.

Primarily a few companies control information
brokering, Hoofnagle said. The largest are Lexus-Nexus
and Choice Point, and both have had major security
breaches in the last year. Hoofnagle also explained that
both collect information from government databases, and
both sell information to anyone who can be approved for
access, such as businesses, banks, law enforcement, private
investigators, and attorneys.

According to Hoofnagle, opting out of databases is no
longer a perfect solution.  Data is shared, sold, updated
and re-entered continuously. Many companies use com-
puter matching to combine partial information into
matched records. Many information brokers now hire
people to retrieve information from courthouses and other
repositories of public records available in print, such as
deeds, utility records, marriage licenses, divorces, birth
records, and arrest reports.

The following safety tips address issues that affect many
people, especially women and children who are in imme-
diate danger.

“Even for individuals who are not in a dangerous
situation, the same techniques can be used to keep new
information about them from becoming public and
accessible,“ Thomas said.
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Technology Safety for Survivors with Disabilities

The importance of understanding how abusers can misuse
current technology to manipulate, monitor, and mistreat
survivors of abuse with disabilities was the topic of an August
workshop in Hutchinson.

Sixty people attended the interactive two-day training,
titled “From Radio Scanners to Screen Readers to SpyWare:
Technology Safety Issues for Survivors of Abuse with Disabili-
ties.”

“We are seeing more perpetrators use accessible, inexpensive
technology to monitor, track, locate, harass and abuse victims,”
said Sarah Thomas, KCSDV staff member who attended the
training. “Sharing information about technology has to
become one more element of the way we safety plan and assess
risk for victims and potential victims.”

Trainer Cynthia Fraser from the Safety Net Project at the
National Network to End Domestic Violence addressed safety
concerns relating to those assistive technologies used by
survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking who
have disabilities.

Fraser used survivors’ experiences to demonstrate safety
risks that can occur when a survivor or abuser uses phone,
imaging, Internet, computer, multimodal or assistive technolo-
gies including TTY/relay devices and services, web cams,
Internet-based phone services, wireless networks, screen
readers, PDA’s, Global Positioning Systems (GPS), SpyWare,
instant text messaging, bulletin boards, and e-mail.

“Assistive technologies open new doors for many of us, by
providing new ways to communicate, access information,
work, and connect with other people,” Thomas said. “But as
with any technology, they can be misused.”

The Prairie Independent Living Resource Center and
Independent Connection/OCCK Inc. sponsored the training
with a grant from the Statewide Independent Living Council
of Kansas.

Sources:
Prairie Independent Living Resource Center www.pilr.org
Independent Connection/OCCK  www.occk.com
Statewide Independent Living Council of Kansas www.silck.org
National Network to End Domestic Violence  www.nnedv.org
Sarah Thomas, KCSDV, at 785-232-9784 or sthomas@kcsdv.org.

Domestic Violence: It’s closer that you think

Palm cards with English on one side,

  Spanish on the reverse.
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Domestic Violence: It’s closer that you think

This month on Lifetime

Human Trafficking
A Lifetime Original Movie
Two-night miniseries event

Premieres 8pm, Monday, October 24

Mira Sorvino and Donald Sutherland play two United States officers
cracking down on an international human trafficking ring. The film follows
women and girls who have been abducted and sold into prostitution.

Posters and bumper stickers
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This newsletter is published quarterly JAN, APRIL, JULY,

and OCT. It is also available online at www.kcsdv.org/public.

Deadlines for calendar and article submissions are DEC 1,

MAR 1, JUNE 1, and SEPT 1. Submissions will be reviewed

for content and space availability.

Please send submissions to KCSDV, 634 SW Harrison,

Topeka, KS, 66603, FAX:  785-232-9784, or

coalition@kcsdv.org, attn:  Communications Coordinator.

Atchison / Hiawatha 913-367-0363

or  800-367-7075

Coffeyville 888-320-7218

Dodge City 620-225-6510

Emporia 620-342-1870

or 800-825-1295

Garden City 620-275-5911

Great Bend 620-792-1885

Hays / Goodland 785-625-3055

or 800-794-4624

Hutchinson / McPherson 620-663-2522

or 800-701-3630

Iola 620-365-7566

Kansas City Friends of Yates, Joyce Williams  913-321-0951

El Centro Inc. ¡Si Se Puede!  913-677-0100

 MOCSA  816-531-0233

Metro-wide      816-Hotline

Lawrence / Ottawa Ga Du Gi  785-841-2345

Women's Transitional Care Services  785-843-3333

 or  800-770-3030

Ottawa office  785-242-6300

Leavenworth 913-682-9131

or 800-644-1441

Liberal 620-624-8818

Manhattan / Junction City   785-539-2785

or 800-727-2785

Mayetta 888-966-2932

Newton 316-283-0350

or 800-487-0510

Overland Park 913-262-2868

Metro-wide      816-Hotline

Miami County  888-432-4300

Pittsburg 800-794-9148

Reserve 785-742-0053

Salina 800-874-1499

Topeka daytime  785-354-7927

or evening & wknds. 785-234-3330

 or 888-822-2983

Ulysses 620-356-2608

Wichita Harbor House  316-263-6000

Step Stone   316-265-1611

Wichita Area Sexual Assault Center   316-263-3002

YWCA Women's Crisis Center 316-267-SAFE

Winfield 620-221-HELP

or 800-794-7672

Kansas Domestic & Sexual Violence

Helpline Numbers

Kansas Statewide Hotline

1-888-END ABUSE

calendar

TRAININGS & EVENTS

October

21 Monthly Board Meeting – Salina
Audience: KCSDV board members

27-28 2005 Domestic Violence Summit – Emporia
Featuring Lundy Bancroft
Audience: Educators, Law Enforcement,
Social Services, Advocates, Counselors,
Court Services, Attorneys, Clergy,
Health Care, Child Care Providers,
Community Leaders, Judges, Students

November

16-17 Executive Director Retreat – Wichita
Audience: KCSDV member program executive
directors

18 Quarterly Board Meeting – Wichita
Audience: KCSDV board members
and senior staff

For further information and registration
for KCSDV and other trainings, visit:
www.kcsdv.org/train.html

Sandy Barnett ................................................Executive Director

Marilynn Ault .................... Domestic Violence Prevention Coord.

Marilee Brown ...................................... Disabilities Advo. Coord.

Claire Cook ................................................... Data Support Asst.

Jehan Faisal ............................................ OARS Training Coord.

Joyce Grover ................................ Attorney & Legal Advo. Coord.

Laurie Harrison ...................................... Communications Coord.

Marie Landry ........................................................ Staff Attorney

Angelica Lopez .............. Underserved Communities Advo. Coord.

Stacey Mann ....................................... Advocacy Services Coord.

Sarah Morrison .................................................. Training Coord.

Kim Pentico ......................................... Economic Justice Coord.

Kelly Rhoades ........ Safety and Accountability Audit Proj. Coord.

Melissa Rogers ........................................ Publications Specialist

Rebekah Santana ...........................................Staff Support Asst.

Elaine Sherrick ............................ Development & Finance Coord.

Michelle Schone ................. Safety and Accountability Audit Asst.

Viola Straley .................................................... Accounting Mgr.

Sarah Thomas ......................................... OARS Advocacy Coord.

kcsdv staff resources
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I want to become a member of the Kansas Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Violence (KCSDV)
in support of the statewide effort to end violence against the women, men, and children of Kansas.

I am enclosing a check made out to KCSDV.

____ Ally Organization: $100.00 (Any organization or group of three or more persons whose primary purpose is other
than providing services to victims of sexual and/or domestic violence.)

____ Individual member:  $20.00 (Any person who subscribes to the purpose of the Coalition and who pays annual dues.)

____ Program Advocate or Survivor: $5.00

____ I wish to make an additional contribution of __________ to KCSDV.

____ I wish to make a pledge of $__________ to KCSDV. The first installment of my pledge is enclosed.

Please bill me (monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually) for the balance.

YES!YES!
Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail ________________________________________________________________________________________________

I would like to be on the KCSDV mailing list.

I would like to be a member of KCSDV.

YES!

YES!YES!YES!

KANSAS COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
634 SW Harrison, Topeka, KS  66603
(785) 232-9784 • FAX (785) 266-1874 • coalition@kcsdv.org • www.kcsdv.org


