Suspicion? Concern? Question?

Notify us immediately!

If the answers to any of these questions suggest that an
IMB made an introduction and failed to satisfy the require-

ments identified in this pamphlet, notify us immediately.
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This is Lana.

Lana is a 28 year old domestic violence victim.*
In the course of interviewing Lana you learn that
she is originally from South Asia. You also learn
that Lana met her fiancé through an international
matchmaking agency that recruits South Asian
women interested in meeting men in the United
States and markets its matchmaking services
over the internet. Lana tells you that she emigrat-
ed to the United States to join her fiancé — now
her batterer and spouse — here. Interesting back-
ground information, you think, but does it bear on
your investigation or analysis of her domestic

violence case? It should.

The International Marriage Broker
Regulation Act (IMBRA)

IMBRA, 8 U.S.C. §1375a, regulates individuals
and companies who charge fees for facilitating
introductions between US. citizens, nationals, or
green card holders (together, “U.S. clients”) and
foreign nationals. IMBRA created certain disclo-
sure requirements for international marriage bro-
kers (“IMBs”) and their U.S. clients, and the fail-
ure of either to abide by those requirements may
give rise to federal civil and/or criminal liability in
addition to any other federal or state law charges

relating to Lana’s case.

*Lana is a fictional character used for illustrative purposes only.

What is an IMB?

IMBs include individuals, businesses, companies, or
other legal entities that charge fees for providing da-
ting, matrimonial or matchmaking services, or social
referrals (collectively, “matchmaking services”) by shar-
ing personal contact information or otherwise introduc-
ing or facilitating communication between U.S. clients
and foreign nationals. (IMBs do not include: (1) non-
profit cultural or religious organizations providing
matchmaking services; or (2) persons or entities who
do not provide these services as their principal busi-
ness and whose rates and services are the same re-
gardless of the client’s gender or country of citizen-

ship.)

How does IMBRA regulate IMBs?

IMBRA regulates IMBs and U.S. clients in several differ-

ent ways. Among other things, the law:

e  Prohibits IMBs from conducting business with any
individual under the age of 18;

e  Requires IMBs to search the National Sex Offend-
er Public Website for the names of U.S. clients;

e  Obligates IMBs to collect certain background infor-
mation from their U.S. clients (including, among
other things, information about arrests or convic-
tions for assault, battery, domestic violence, mur-
der, prostitution, rape, and sexual assault, as well
as civil protection orders);

e  Requires IMBs to provide foreign nationals with

the results of the sex offender website search, the
background information, and a pamphlet includ-

ing information about domestic violence, sexual

assault, and child abuse; the legal rights of immi-

grant victims of these crimes; and a warning about
the use of fiancé(e) and spouse visas by U.S. citi-
zens who have a history of committing domestic
violence, sexual assault, child abuse, or other
crimes;

e Demands that IMBs obtain the foreign national’s
written consent to release his or her contact infor-
mation to the U.S. client before the IMB shares
that information with the U.S. client; and

e  Creates civil and/or criminal penalties for IMBs
and U.S. clients who fail to abide by their disclo-

sure obligations.

How will | know if an IMB was involved
in a particular case?

Discerning an IMB’s involvement in a domestic vio-
lence case involving a foreign national may be chal-
lenging. Some domestic violence victims may be reluc-
tant to acknowledge that they relied on an intermediary
for an introduction; others may have been coached by
an IMB to avoid disclosing that fact; still others may not
know what an IMB is or understand the legal require-
ments attaching to IMBs. On the back of this pamphlet
you will find a list of questions to ask domestic violence
victims who are foreign nationals. If the answers to any
of these questions suggest that an IMB was involved
and failed to satisfy the requirements identified in this

pamphlet, contact us today.
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